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24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of 

the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.  25 Nor did he 

enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy 

Place every year with blood that is not his own.  26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer 

many times since the creation of the world.  But he has appeared once for all at the 

culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.  27 Just as people are 

destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take 

away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring 

salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 

I’m pretty good at brushing my teeth.  I make sure I clean all the outside surfaces of my top 

teeth and then do the same for the bottom ones, and then I clean the insides of the top ones and 

repeat for the bottom ones.  Then I clean all of the chewing surfaces of my teeth.  And then I rinse 

and then I floss.  And I do this twice a day every single day starting at least four days before I have 

a dentist appointment. 

I’m also pretty good at keeping my house clean.  I sweep my floors, I vacuum my carpets, I 

dust, I scrub the bathrooms, I do the dishes, and I take out the trash.  I even buy Yankee Candles so 

my house smells even better than clean.  I do it at least two days in advance whenever I know I 

have guests coming over. 

All right, so those aren’t the only times I clean my house or my teeth.  But you’re familiar 

with the idea right?  Are there things you take care of better when you know someone else is going 

to be taking a look at it?  Well when that’s the case, it’s nice to have a little advanced warning.  The 

great thing about dentist appointments is they get scheduled six months in advance.  Better than 

that, the receptionist calls you up a whole week ahead of time to remind me that I have an 

appointment coming up. 

It would be awesome if we had the same system in place for company.  No one wants mom 

or worse yet, the in-laws to show up for the weekend unannounced.  We need advanced warning so 

we can prepare.  What happens though is that sometimes when we know we have the luxury of that 

advanced warning we put off taking care of things until the last minute.  

Don’t we try to do the same thing with our lives sometimes?  “Sure, we’ll have to answer 

for our life choices someday, but hey, if it’s not today I guess I’ll do this now and I can ask for 

forgiveness later.”  Well, consider me your spiritual receptionist, I guess, because here’s your 

advance notice.  You have an appointment coming up to be judged to determine whether you will 

spend eternity in heaven or in hell.  Our text this morning from Hebrews 9 says, all men are 

appointed to die, and after this comes judgment.  When is the appointment?  He doesn’t say.  

This is the warning we get.  So, let me ask you, are you ready?  Are you prepared to die and face 

that judgment? 

Maybe you won’t die.  It’s no guarantee, is it?  Jesus could come back before our lives here 

are through.  Well, you may get to skip that appointment with death, but you’re still going to face 

judgment.  Our gospel lesson told us this about that Judgment Day: A time is coming when all 
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who are in their graves will hear His voice and come out—those who have done good will rise 

to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned (Jn 5:28-29).  Later on Jesus said 

to His disciples, You must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do 

not expect Him (Mt 24:44).  You must be ready!  Are you? 

 In the Nicene and Apostles Creeds, we confess that we believe that Jesus will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  We say that we believe it, but do we live like we believe it?  When it 

comes to making those decisions—go along with my friends or do what I know is right and go 

home; click on the link with the suggestive image or ignore it and keep on working; do I sleep in on 

Sunday to get my well-earned sleep or set my alarm, get up and go worship my Savior; do I share 

the juicy piece of gossip or protect that person’s reputation—when it comes to those decisions do 

we act like we believe that at any moment we could be looking at Jesus face to face?  If we continue 

to live that way, can we say that we are ready? 

Whether or not we are prepared to die or ready to “meet our maker” is one of the key issues 

the letter to the Hebrews addresses.  Because when we look at how we’ve lived our lives, there’s 

really only one conclusion we can come to.  We voiced that conclusion at the beginning of the 

service in our confession of sins.  We admitted that we are by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed God in our thoughts, words, and actions.  In what we have done and in what we have 

failed to do.  For this, we confessed that we deserve nothing more than God’s punishment now and 

forever.  It seems we’re anything but prepared for judgment. 

This is where it’s pretty cool to be a pastor.  Because now I get to share with you the same 

good news that the man who wrote this letter to the Jewish Christians of the first century was 

sharing with them.  Whichever comes first, whether or die or whether the world ends you are ready 

and it’s a day you can look forward to!  Not because of anything you have done, but because of 

what Jesus has done for you.  The author of Hebrews focuses us not on our own works, but on the 

saving work of Jesus.  When we look at that there are three things to look at: First, what has Jesus 

done for me?  Second, what is Jesus doing for me?  And finally, what will Jesus do for me? 

First, what has He done for me?  He has appeared once for all at the culmination of the 

ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  The author is drawing a comparison 

between Jesus and the sacrifice He made on the cross and the Old Testament sacrifices of the Great 

Day of Atonement.  The Jews call that day Yom Kippur, the Day of Covering.  It was an annual 

event when the High Priest would go into the innermost room of the Temple, the Most Holy Place, 

and he would sprinkle the blood of a goat onto the Ark of the Covenant.  That blood would cover 

the ark which contained the two stone tablets on which Moses had written God’s law.  So when 

God looked down from on high He would see, not the commandments which had been broken, but 

the blood that had been shed to cover those sins.   

Jesus is the Great High Priest.  But in His sacrifice for us on the cross, He not only took on 

the role of the Priest but also the role of the Lamb.  Jesus offered Himself on the cross and poured 

out His own blood to cover our sins.  Which do you think is more precious, more valuable in God’s 

eyes, the blood of a young goat, or the blood His own Son, Jesus Christ?  The answer to that 

question is the main theme of this letter to the Hebrews: Jesus is better.  The sacrifices of the Old 

Testament reminded people of one thing.  They were sinful.  The sacrifices were wordless sermons, 

reminding them that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (Heb 9:22).  The 

sacrifices made on Yom Kippur made the people outwardly clean (Heb 9:13).  But then as they 

defiled themselves over the course of the year, it became necessary for them to be cleansed of their 

sins once again.   
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Jesus is better.  His blood cleanses us not just outwardly, but inwardly.  Through faith in the 

saving work of Jesus we are transformed.  The blood of Jesus purifies us from all sin.  That’s why 

Jesus only had to die once.  That one sacrifice was sufficient to purify the whole world from its sin.  

Your sins are forgiven.  Period.  Amen.   

So what is Jesus doing for us now?  How does His saving work continue even when His 

sacrifice for the sins of the world complete?  Verse twenty-four tells us that Jesus’ work is now to 

appear for us in God’s presence.  Romans 8:34 says Christ Jesus who died—more than that, 

who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  As Satan, the 

accuser, tries to condemn us, Jesus is there at His Father’s right hand to point to His blood and 

silence the accusations of the devil. 

And the devil isn’t the only one accusing us.  Our own consciences cry out against us.  Old 

Testament believers had ritual sacrifices that reminded them of their sin.  We have something far 

better.  We have this Holy Sacrament which reminds us not of our sins, but of the forgiveness of 

sins, which Christ won for us when He gave up His body and poured out His blood. 

Finally, we’re pointed to what Christ will still do for us.  [He] was sacrificed once to take 

away the sins of many; and He will appear a second time, apart from sin, to bring salvation to 

those who are waiting for Him.  When Christ came the first time, it was to bear our sins in His 

body on the cross.  When He comes again, it will be not to bear sin, but to bear those waiting for 

Him to the fullness of the salvation that awaits us in our heavenly home. 

Those are the facts of the saving work of Jesus Christ.  Jesus has saved us from the penalty 

of our sins.  He protects us every day from the despair that the guilt of our sins would bring us 

through the comfort of His Gospel.  And He will come again in glory to rescue us from this world 

of sin by taking us with Himself to heaven. 

One last thing I’d like to point out from our text this morning.  It’s pretty subtle, but the 

author hints that the group that is waiting for Jesus to return is smaller than the many for whom He 

died.  When God tells us about the End Times in His Word, He does it for two reasons.  The first, is 

to warn us.  Watch out!  Be on your guard!  Be faithful, even the point of death, not just for the 

three days leading up to it but always give yourselves fully to work of God.  Jesus has won the 

victory, yes!  It is to those who are faithfully waiting even to the end, not to those putting off being 

faithful until right before the end, that Jesus is coming to bring salvation. 

The second purpose He has in speaking to us of the end times is to encourage us and give us 

the comforting news we need to encourage others.  Have you at times wavered in your faithfulness?  

Will God be able to forgive a sinner like you or forgive sins like some of the sins you have 

committed?  Yes, He will!  In fact, He already has!  Jesus died once, for all sinners, even for you 

and He paid the price once, for all sins, no matter how great or small.  So, are you ready to die, are 

you prepared for Judgment Day?  Yes, you are.  Jesus has prepared us by cleansing us with His 

blood.  So rest in the peace of forgiveness He brings and the certainty of everlasting life.  Your sins 

are forgiven.  Heaven is waiting.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

 


